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The 9th World Summit on Arts and Culture 2023 will bring to Stockholm leading policy makers, 
researchers, managers and practitioners from the arts, culture and related sectors in Stockholm to 
explore artistic freedom as a fundamental pillar of cultural policy and examine how we can – and why we 
should – safeguard artistic freedom.  
 
We begin the conversations in the lead up to 2023 with the launch of the 9th World Summit Discussion 
Paper at this virtual public event on 10 May 2022.  
 
The 9th World Summit Discussion Paper intends to spark initial thinking around some of the complex 
issues surrounding artistic freedom that will be explored in the programme in 2023, and the ways in 
which we might respond. The publication has two key objectives: to situate our conversations in the 
wider global context, as well as the more local context in which we meet; and to offer diverse personal 
and contextual accounts of artistic freedom, with a view to identifying challenges in and opportunities for 
its safeguarding.  
 
This virtual launch event brings together the co-hosts of the Summit, the Swedish Arts Council and the 
International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA), and eight cultural experts from 
different world regions (Lead Author Sara Whyatt as well as Irene Agrivina, Basma El Husseiny, Dr Katalin 
Krasznahorkai, Maria Lind, Roxana Miranda Rupailaf,  Letila Mitchell and Patrick Sam) who have 
contributed essays to the Discussion Paper, drawing from their professional journeys and lived 
experiences as artists, activists, collectives, curators, educators, researchers and policymakers. 
 
This event will be held in English. We will provide simultaneous translation into Spanish and French.  
 
The video recording of this event (versions in English, Spanish and French) will be made available in June 
2022 on the website of the 9th World Summit on Arts and Culture and include timed transcripts in the 
three working languages. 
 
The 9th World Summit Discussion Paper will be available for download here from 3 May 2022. 
 
Please register to attend the launch event here. 
 
For more information about the 9th World Summit on Arts and Culture 2023, visit artsummit.org 
 

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/fixedtime.html?msg=Launch+of+the+Discussion+Paper+-+9th+World+Summit+on+Arts+and+Culture+2023&iso=20220510T13&p1=239&ah=2
https://forms.office.com/r/7njj450Pqs
https://www.artsummit.org/discussionpaper
https://forms.office.com/r/7njj450Pqs
https://www.artsummit.org/


PROGRAMME 
 

 
11.00 – 11.05 AM Welcome remarks and launch of 9th World Summit Discussion Paper  

Kajsa Ravin, Director General, Swedish Arts Council and  
Magdalena Moreno Mujica, Executive Director, IFACCA 

 
11.06 AM – 12.04 PM  Artistic Freedom ‘Room to Manoeuvre’:  

In conversation with the authors of the Discussion Paper 
Lead and contributing authors of the Discussion Paper in conversation with each 
other on their essays, which collectively explore diverse interpretations and lived 
experiences of artistic freedom 

 
Featuring Lead Author Sara Whyatt (United Kingdom) and Contributing Authors: 
Roxana Miranda Rupailaf (Chile), Basma El Husseiny (Egypt), Letila Mitchell (Fiji), 
Dr Katalin Krasznahorkai (Germany), Irene Agrivina for House of Natural Fiber 
(HONF) [Indonesia], Patrick Sam (Namibia) and Maria Lind (Sweden) 

 
Moderated by Anupama Sekhar, Director of Policy and Engagement, IFACCA 
 
Includes live Q&A with online audience  
 

12. 05 – 12.10 PM  Video presentation of Darim Miyaym by Iranian singer, rapper and songwriter, 
Farima Habashizadehasl, known by her stage name Justina  
Introduced by Kajsa Ravin, Director General, Swedish Arts Council 

 
Farima Habashizadehasl, known by her stage name Justina, is an Iranian singer, 
rapper and songwriter. Her lyrics often centre on social issues, human rights, and 
discrimination against women and sexual minorities. Justina has been active as a 
performer since 2010 and has made over 30 recordings and videos. As a result of 
her artistic work, Justina was persecuted by Iranian authorities. She was forced to 
flee Iran after security forces confiscated all her computers and mobile phones. 
After living in exile Georgia for several years, she became an ICORN artist in 
residence in Piteå, Sweden in 2020. The International Cities of Refuge Network 
(ICORN) is an independent organisation of cities and regions offering shelter to 
writers and artists at risk, advancing freedom of expression, defending 
democratic values and promoting international solidarity. 

 
12. 11 – 1.00 PM  Bridging the Gaps: A policy discussion on safeguarding artistic freedom  

What legislative and regulatory frameworks exist to enable and safeguard artistic 
freedom? What changes are urgently needed in the current policy landscape?  
How could policymakers, cultural workers and cultural and human rights activists 
collaborate to strengthen and advance artistic freedom? 
 
A policy discussion with Kajsa Ravin, Director General, Swedish Arts Council, 
Patrick Sam, Chair, National Arts Council of Namibia and Sara Whyatt, Lead 
Author, 9th World Summit Discussion Paper 
 

 
Moderated by Magdalena Moreno Mujica, Executive Director, IFACCA  
 
Includes live Q&A with online audience  

  

https://www.icorn.org/
https://www.icorn.org/


PARTICIPANTS 
 
Sara Whyatt (UK) – Lead Author 
 
Ms Sara Whyatt is a campaigner and researcher on freedom of artistic expression and human rights, 
notably as the director of PEN International’s freedom of expression programme for over 20 years and 
previously as the coordinator of Amnesty International’s Asia Research Department. At PEN, she worked 
with its global membership mobilising its campaigns for writers at risk as well as on other issues affecting 
freedom of expression including anti-terror legislation, criminal defamation laws, and actions by non-
state entities, among others.  
 
In 2013, Ms Whyatt  took up freelance consultancy, working on projects for Freemuse, Culture Action 
Europe, PEN International, and the International Freedom of Expression Exchange. She also works with 
UNESCO, developing training programmes for governments and civil society organisations (CSOs), as well 
as monitoring and reporting strategies to promote artistic freedom under the UNESCO 2005 Convention 
on the Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions. 
 
Roxana Miranda Rupailaf (Chile) 
 
Ms Roxana Miranda Rupailaf is a Mapuche-Huilliche poet. She is a lecturer of Spanish Language and 
Communication at the Universidad de Los Lagos, Chile. She holds a master's degree in Contemporary 
Hispanic-American Literature from the Universidad Austral.  
 
In 2006 and 2008, Ms Rupailaf was awarded writers grants by the National Council of Books and Reading, 
Chile for her unpublished book Seducción de los venenos [Seduction of Venom] and Invocación al 
Shumpall [Invocation to Shumpall] respectively. In 2012 she received the Municipal Literature Prize of 
Santiago for Shumpall (Del Aire Editores, 2011).  
 
Ms Rupailaf has published Las tentaciones de Eva [the Tempations of Eva] (Chile, 2003), Seducción de los 
venenos [Seduction of Vemon] (LOM Ediciones, Chile, 2008), Shumpall (Del Aire Editores, Chile, 2011; 
republished in 2018 by Pehuen Editores, Chile), Kopuke Filu (Pakarina, Peru, 2017), Trewa Ko (Del Aire 
Editores, Chile, 2017) and Antología Zewpe Mapu [Anthology] (Editorial Aparte, 2021). 
 
Basma El Husseiny (Egypt) 
 
Ms Basma El Husseiny is a cultural manager, an activist for social change and a defender of cultural rights.   
 
For the past 30 years, Ms El Husseiny has been involved in supporting independent cultural projects and 
organisations in the Arab region. In 2004, she founded Al Mawred Al Thaqafy (Culture Resource), the first 
non-governmental regional cultural organisation in the Arab region. In 2007, she initiated and co-founded 
the Arab Fund for Arts and Culture (AFAC), the region’s first independent cultural foundation. She 
currently leads the organisation, Action for Hope, which she founded in 2015 to address the cultural and 
social needs of distressed and displaced communities in the Arab region.  
 
Between 1988 and 2003, Ms El Husseiny worked for the British Council in Egypt and the Ford Foundation 
in the Middle East and North Africa.   
 
Ms El Husseiny is a UNESCO expert in cultural governance since 2011. In October 2018, she won the UCLG 
Agenda21 for Culture International Award in Mexico City for her contribution to the relationship between 
culture and sustainable development.  
 
  



Letila Mitchell (Fiji) 
 
Ms Letila Mitchell is a practising multimedia and performance artist. She is the Artistic Director for 
RakoPasefika, an Indigenous Oceanic creative company working with artists from around Oceania.  She is 
also currently undertaking her Doctorate in Creative Industries at the Queensland University of 
Technology, Australia and focusing her work on mapping and revitalising Rotuman Indigenous creative 
practice. 
  
Ms Mitchell is an experienced cultural producer, artistic director, artist and performer.  She is dedicated 
to creative projects that deliver positive social change for indigenous peoples. Recent career highlights 
include: First Nations producer at the Sydney Opera House; segment director for the Edinburgh Tattoo in 
Sydney in 2019; and opening and closing segment producer in 2017-2018 for the Commonwealth Games 
on the Gold Coast, Australia (4 April to 15 April 2018).  
 
Ms Mitchell was the founder of a Pacific regional network, the Pacific Arts Alliance and is the former 
Director of the Fiji Arts Council. She is an arts leader in the Pacific region and has undertaken pioneering 
work on several major projects including Te Mana O Te Moana. She has served on several boards and 
committees including the Uto ni Yalo, Commonwealth Group for Culture and Development, Auckland 
Museum Board and the Global South Arts and Cultural Initiative. 
 
Katalin Krasznahorkai (Germany) 
 
Dr Katalin Krasznahorkai, a Gerda Henkel Senior Researcher at the University of Zurich, is a Berlin-based 
art historian, author and curator. In her research and curatorial work, she analyses diverse aspects of 
artistic freedom.  
 
In her current research, Dr Krasznahorkai investigates Black Power in Eastern Europe: Angela Davis, the 
State Security and the Arts. Most recently, she curated the exhibition Artists & Agents. Performance Art 
and Secret Services with Inke Arns and Sylvia Sasse, which was awarded Exhibition of the Year 2020 by the 
German AICA (German section of the Association Internationale des Critiques d'Art). Together with Sylvia 
Sasse, she is the editor of the book of the same name, published by Spector Books in 2019 (forthcoming 
in English in 2022).  
 
Dr Krasznahorkai’s forthcoming monograph, Operative Art History or Who is Afraid of Artists? is to be 
published by Spector Books in 2022. Currently, she is also the Lead Expert and Curator for the Council of 
Europe's digital exhibition on artistic freedom Free to Create-Create to be Free. 
 
Irene Agrivina (Indonesia) 
 
Open systems advocate, technologist, artist and educator, Ms Irene Agrivina is one of the founding 
members and current directors of HONF, the Yogyakarta-based arts, science and technology laboratory. 
Created in 1998, HONF aka the 'House of Natural Fiber' was born out of the social and political turmoil 
against the nepotism and corruption of the Suharto regime.  
 
In 2013, Ms Agrivina co-founded XXLab, an all-female collective focusing on arts, science and free 
technology as a second generation of HONF’s spin-off communities. One of XXLab’s projects, SOYA 
C(O)U(L)TURE was awarded [the next idea] Art and Technology Grant voestalpine by Ars Electronica in 
2015. In 2019, Ms Agrivina was chosen by Asialink, Australia as one of six women pioneers from south-
east Asia and Australia.  
 
  



Patrick Sam (Namibia) 
 
Mr Patrick Sam is a Namibian thought leader, born and raised in a marginalised community in the capital, 
Windhoek. He is the chairperson of the National Arts Council of Namibia (NACN) and has been driving the 
transformation of the Cultural and Creative Industries (CCI) in Namibia and southern Africa.  
 
Mr Sam is a Board Member of the International Federation of Art Councils & Cultural Agencies (IFACCA), 
where he is also the Chair of the African Regional Chapter. 
 
Mr Sam is a development consultant, broadcasting journalist, TV anchor and arts activist. As a Fulbright 
scholar, he completed an MA in International Education Development from Columbia University Teachers 
College and a BA from University College Utrecht in the Netherlands. Along with the NACN, he founded 
and hosted the first Art Summit of Southern Africa (ASSA) focused on strengthening the CCI in the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC) along with the IFACCA Africa Regional Chapter 
meeting.  
 
Maria Lind (Sweden)  
 
Ms Maria Lind is a curator, art writer and educator. Since 2020, she is the Counsellor of Cultural Affairs at 
the Embassy of Sweden in Moscow. In 2016, she was the Artistic Director for the eleventh Gwangju 
Bienniale, Gwangju, and in 2019 co-curator of The Art Encounters Biennial in Timisoara. She was Director 
of Tensta Konsthall, Stockholm (2011-2018); Director of the Graduate Program at the Center for 
Curatorial Studies, Bard College (2008-2010) and Director of Iaspis (International Artist Studio Programme 
in Sweden), Stockholm (2005-2007). During the 2010s, she also held the position of Professor of Artistic 
Research at the Oslo Art Academy.  
 
From 2002 to 2004, Ms Lind was the Director of Kunstverein München, Munich. She was a curator at 
Moderna Museet in Stockholm from 1997 to 2001. In 1998, she was co-curator of Manifesta 2, 
Luxembourg. In 2009, Ms Lind received the Walter Hopps Award for Curatorial Achievement. She has 
been an art critic at the Swedish national dailies, Svenska Dagbladet and Dagens Nyheter. Among her 
publications are Selected Maria Lind Writing (2010) and Seven Years: The Rematerialization of Art (2019), 
both Sternberg Press, and Konstringar: Vad gör samtidskonsten? (2021) Natur & Kultur. 

 
CO-HOSTS 

 
Swedish Arts Council 
The Swedish Arts Council is a government authority whose principal task is to implement national cultural 
policy determined by the Parliament. The Council distributes state funding for arts and culture, provides the 
Government with data to inform cultural policy decisions and spreads information about culture and cultural 
policy. The Swedish Arts Council’s mission is based on the national cultural policy objectives, decided by the 
Swedish Parliament. The objectives state that: “Culture is to be a dynamic, challenging and independent force 
based on the freedom of expression. Everyone is to have the opportunity to participate in cultural life. 
Creativity, diversity and artistic quality are to be integral parts of society’s development.” Some of the Swedish 
Arts Council’s special government remits are to promote the role of culture for freedom of expression and 
democratisation, as well as to promote the expansion of safe havens for persecuted artists. The Council is the 
national focal point for UNESCO’s 2005 Convention and promotes artistic freedom globally through a 
partnership with the Swedish International Development Cooperation Agency (Sida). W: 
https://www.kulturradet.se/en/ 
 
International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA) 
The International Federation of Arts Councils and Culture Agencies (IFACCA) is the global network of arts 
councils and ministries of culture, with member organisations in over 70 countries. The Secretariat provides 
services to member organisations and their staff, and is an independent not-for-profit company registered as 
an income tax exempt charity. W: https://ifacca.org/ 

https://www.kulturradet.se/en/
https://ifacca.org/

